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WILLIAM, late Earl of KILMARNOck, 


AN D 


ARTHUR, late Lord BALMERINo, 


From the Time of their being delivered into the Cuſ- 
tody of the SEATS of London, to the Time 
ot their Execution. 


WIT H 


Erery de IxcibE N that "ue during 
that Time, and particularly the ConyzrenCs 


between thoſe two LORD S. 


4 taken down hs a Gentleman then Ty 


| Printad for J. HINTON, at th King's- Arms in St, 


"" Paul's Church-Yard. 1746, 
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To the PUBLICK: 


A SI officiated for one of the Under- 
A ſheriffs the day of the Execution 
of the Lords Ki/marnock and Bal. 
merino, I had an opportunity of minuting 
down every thing that paſſed, worthy of 
obſervation, upon that melancholy occa- 
ſion. This I did at that time for my own 
curioſity only, and the following 1 is a faith- 
ful relation as taken from thoſe Minutes; 
and which, at the Importunities of many 
Gentlemen, I have conſented to the publi- 
cation of, in order to ſilence the many er- 
roneous accounts that have been publiſhed, 
and to take off ſeveral cruel aſperſions that 
have been thrown out touching the beha- 
viour of thoſe unhappy Lords. -I have 
made little or no obſervations in the narra- 
tion, much leſs ſhall I do it here; being ſa- 
tisfied that thoſe whom the one will Hot; 
the other cannot convince. 


Aldermanbury, 
Auguſt 22, 1746. 
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Monday, Auguſt 18, 1746. 


HE Sheriffs of London and Middleſex having 
received the uſual Writs for the Execution 
of the Lords Kilmarnock and Balmerino 
this Day, between the Hours of Vine and One; they, 
accompanied with the two under Sheriffs, and attend- 
ed by the other proper Officers, at Ten o'Clock went 
in Proceſſion to the outward Gate of the Tower, and 
having there received of the Deputy-Lieutenant of the 
Tower the Bodies of thoſe Lords; they then proceeded 
with them on Foot to the late Tranſport-Office near 
the Scaffold, Mr. Foſter and the Rev. Mr. Hume ac- 
companying my Lord Kilmarnock, and the Chaplain of 
the Tower, and another Miniſter accompanying my 
Lord Balmerino: where, upon their arrival, the two 
Lords were conducted into ſeperate apartments, and 
their friends admitted to ſee them. | 
My Lord Kilmarnoch ſpent his retirement here in a 
Manner ſuitable to his unhappy circumſtances, Mr. 
Fofter frequently comforting his Lordſhip with ſeaſon- 
able exhortations ; His Lordſhip ſeemed' truly ſenſible 
of his guilt, ſhewed the utmoſt figns of a ſincere re- 
tance, and all that were preſent admired the com- 
poſure of his Lordſhip's mind. His Lordſhip in parti- 
cular recommended it to the Sheriff's obſervance, © zhaz 
« he declared himſelf a Proteſtant, and thoroughly ſa- 
e zisfied with the legality of his Majeſly King 
« GEORGE s Title to the Throne of theſe Realms, 
« that he himſelf was educated in theſe Principles, 2 
B &« Ha 


(6) 
« had conflantly adber d to em, till after. the breakbi 
gut of rhe Rebellion, which be heartily repented 
« ever engaged in, and that he prayed for the guad 7 
« his Country, and for the continuance of the Crown in 
« his Majefly and his Deſcendants till the lateſt Poſte- 
& 71ty. 

His Lordſhip then ſpent a few moments in conyer- 
fing with his friends, and having refreſhed himſelf with 
a bi of bread and a glaſs of wine, he declared to the 
Sheriffs, . that he had within this week taken the 8 a- 
© CRAMENT' twice in evidence of the truth of his 
© REPENT ANCE, 

His Lordſhip moreover recommended it to the Sheriffs 

notice, . that what papers le intended ſhould be com- 
« municated to the Publick he had left in the Hands of 
« Mr. Fos TER only. 

About 11 © "Clock my Lord received a Meſſage from 
my Lord Balmerino 1 3 — an Interview with his 
Lordſhip, which being conſented to, my Lord Balme- 
rino was introduced into my Lord K:/marnock's apart- 
ments; where my Lord Balmerino after addreſſing him- 
{elf to his Lordſhip, and thanking him for the favour 
of this conference, ask d his Lordſhip © if he knew of 
« any ORDER being made befare the | cle or CUL- 
6 LODEN, for GIVIx G NO QUARTER 70 the DUXE's Ak- 
« My, at the fame time declaring, © that be himſelf 
« Inem nothing 4 any ſuch onb¹E¹. To which my 
Lord Kilmarnock replied, „that be knew nothing of 
« anyſuch OxDEx, but that fince the BATTLE or Cur- 
&« LODEN he had been informed that there was $0ME on- 
« DER TO THAT EFFECT, Agued George MURRAY, and 
« that it fell into the hands of the Duxs immediate- 
cc 1 after the Battle.” My Lords Kihnarnock and Bal- 
merind having then ſaluted each other, my Lord Bal. 
merino bid my Lord Kilmarnock an eternal happy a- 
dieu, and — a chearful countenance added, my 
« dear Lern. I wiſh 1 cou'd alone pay the reckoning. and 


* after, 


E 

te fuffer for us both” ; to which my Lord Kilmarnock 
replied, 'twas exceedingly kind and generous in his 
Lordſhip. | 
About baff an hour after eleven, my Lord Kilmar- 
nock with the whole company knelt down to prayers, 
Mr. Fofter performing the Office; after which my 
Lord having again fat down a few moments to refreſh 
himſelf with a bit of bread and a glaſs of wine, he, about 
twelve o Cloch roſe, ſaluted his friends and proceeded 
P the Scaffold, his friends ſtill accompanying him 
there. N 

As ſoon as his Lordſhip aſcended the Scaffold, twas 
eaſily to be obſerved what Impreſſion his graceful de- 
portment made upon the minds of the Spectators, to 
whom his Lordſhip made no ſpeech, but much better 
employed his time with Mr. Fofer in his devotions; up- 
on the concluſion of which Mr. Foſter told his Lord- 
ce ſhip, © he wiſh'd he had a voice loud enough to inform 
« this large aſſembly with what ſentiments his Loraſhip 
6e left the world.” 

My Lord then, with a countenance perfectly ſerene 
and compoled, embrac'd his friends and took his final 
leave of them. 

After that the Executioner was introduced to his 
Lordſhip for his forgiveneſs for the painful office allot- 
ted to him; which his Lordſhip readily granted and 
gave him a Purſe of gold, defired him to have courage, 
and acquainted him that he Signal for the Szroke 
te ſhow'd be the dropping of a Handkherchief.” | 

His Lordſhip then prepared himſelf for the block, 
and having with the aſſiſtance of his Servant taken off 
his coat, and the bag from his hair, his Lordſhip then 
put his cap on and under it tuck'd up his hair; but his 
Lordſhip afterwards perceiving the cap was too large 
to bind up his hair, and fearing leaſt by that means the 
blow might be intercepted, he requeſted a Gentle- 
man, who was near him, to pin it cloſer, 2 

COP whic 
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1 
which, that Gentleman having wiſhed his Lordſhip 
the continuance of his Reſolution till he ſhould meet 
with eternal happineſs, his Lordſhip thanked him, 
and with great tranquility added, © that he found bim- 
« ſelf perfectly eaſy and refigned.” 

411 10200 2 knelt 4 ny at the Mock: and ha- 
ving with great fervency prayed for about fix minutes 
ſubmitted himſelf, and dropping the fignal the Exe- 
cutioner at one Blow ſevered his head from his body; 
the head was received into a piece of ſcarlet bays, 25 
with the body depoſited in a coffin, and delivered to 
his Lordſhip's friends; on which coffin was the follow- 
ing Inſcription, Willielmus Dominus de Kilmarnock 
Decollatus 18 die Auguſti, 1 746. /Etatis ſue 42. 

After the Execution was over, twas remark d by ſeve- 
ral perſons that the head was not held up and expoſed 
by the Executioner, twas my Lords particular requeſt 
it might not be ſo, and the law does not require it.---- 
The only reaſon that can be aſſigned for expoſing the 
head (as it has been frequently but not always the caſe) 


is to ſatisfy the people that the execution has been done, 


but in order to give them a greater ſatis faction, the 


Sheriffs directed that every body upon the Scaffold 


ſhould kneel down, that they might ſee the ex- 


ecution itſelf performed,----a ceremony never practiſed 


before. 
During this time the Scaffold was put in order for the 


execution of the Lord Balmerino. The under Sheriff 


that attended during the firſt execution went to my 
Lord Balmerino's apartments, as a notice to his Lord- 
ſhip that his time was come; upon whoſe entrance his 
Lordſhip ſaid, * I ſuppoſe my Lord Kilmarnock is no 
© more; and having ask d how the Executioner had 
performed his duty, his Lordſhip upon receiving the 
account ſaid, © then it was well done; and now Gentle- 
ce nen (ſaid his Lordſhi p) 1 will detain z you no longer, 
« for I aefire not to protract my Life: His Lordſhip 
then ſaluted the company in a manner ſo chearful, as 


drew 


K 

drew tears from every eye but his own, and haftened 
to the Scaffold. 

But before we view his Lordſhip upon the Scaf- 
fold, tis but juſt to the memory of that great, but 
unhappy, man, to acquaint the publick what was 
his deportment in his retirement here: Twas grace- 
ful without affectation, chearful but not preſump- 


tuous, he converſed freely with his friends, twice re- 


freſhed himſelf with a bit .of bread and a glaſs of 
wine, and deſired the Company to drink to him ain 
degrae ta haiven; but, above all, he called frequently 
upon God, and ſeemed both willing and prepared to 
dic. 

When his Lordſhip mounted the Scaffold, he did it 
with ſo undaunted a ſtep as ſurprized every ſpectator 
that was unacquainted with the greatneſs of his ſoul : 
His Lordſhip appeared there in the very /ame Regi- 
mentals he wore at the Battle of Culloden, and fo far 
was he from having the leaſt concern himſelf at the 
fear of death, that he frequently reproved his friends 
that were about him for ſhewing any : His Lordſhip 
walk'd round the Scaffold, bow'd to the people, read 
the following Inſcription upon his coffin; Arthurus 
Dominus de Balmerino decollatus 18 die Auguſti 1746, 
 FAEtatis ſug 58, ſaid it was right, and with ſeem- 
ing pleaſure look d at the block, which he called 
his Plow of Reft. 1 

His Lordſhip then took a paper out of his pocket, 
which be read to the few about him, and delivered to 
the Sheriff to do with it as he {ould think proper. 
Whatever may be offered in excuſe for his Lord- 
ſhip's making that Speech in his laſt moments, nothing 
but the Higbeſt Autlority can juſtify the publiſhing it. 
His Lordſhip to the laſt profeſſed his intire ignorance 
as to the order for giving no Quarter to the Dux#'s 
Army; and added, hat be wor d not (knowingly) 


&« have ated under ſuch order, becauſe he looked upon 


« it as unmilitary, and beneath the character of a 
- 
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(aid his Lordſhip) will confift your Mercy.” 


( 10) 


Nor is it to be here omitted, that though his Lord- 


ſhip from his unhappy political principles diſowned 


any Allegiance to his Majeſty, yet he from his moral 
ONES acknowledg' d Him to be a Prince of the greateſt 
magnanimity and mercy. 

His Lordſhip then called for the Executioner, who 
being introduced to him, was about to ask his Lord- 
ſhip's forgiveneſs; but my Lord ſtopt him, and ſaid, 
« Priend, you need not ask me forgiveneſs, the Exe- 
e cution of your duty is commendable; his Lordſhip 
then preſenting the Executioner with three Guineas, 


faid, © Friend, I never gad much Money, this is all 


„ have, I wiſh it was more for your ſake, and am 
« ſorry I can add nothing elſe to it, tut my Coat and 


NF Waiſtcoat,” which his Lordſhip 8 4 — took off, 
and placed on his Coffin for the Executioner. 


His Lordſhip then prepared himſelf for the Block 


by putting on a flannel Wuiſtcoat that had been made 
for the Occaſion, and a Plaid Cap upon his Head; 


after which his Lordſhip went to the Block, in order 


to ſhew the exccutioner the Signal for the Blow, 
which was the dropping down of his Arms. | 
His Lordſhip then returning to his Friends, took 


his laſting farewel of them; and having once more taken 


a view of the great number of Spectators, His Lord- 


ſhip faid, © I am afraid there are ſome who may think 


« my Behaviour bold,” and ſpeaking to a nn 


near Fe added, © Remember, Sir, what I tell you, 


« it ariſes from 4 confidence in God, and a clear 
&« conſcience.” 

His Lordſhip then obſerving this Executioner with 
the Axe in his hand tool it * bim, and having felt 
the edge, returned it him again, at the ſame time 
Pewing him where to ſtrike the Blow, and animating 
him to do it with reſolution © for in that, Friend, 


His 


(i | 

lis Lordſhip then with the ſame ſurprizing coun- 
tenance, Enelt down at the Block, and having 
with his Arms extended faid this ſhort Prayer, « 0 
« Lord, reward ty Friends, forgive my Enemies, 
ct „ and receive my Soul, ſub- 
mitted, and gave the Signal to the Executioner, and I 
with I could conclude, that his head had been taken 
off at one blow: but the Executioner was ſo terri- 
fied at his Lordſhip's inttepidity, and the ſuddenneſs 
of the ffonal, that notwithſtanding he ſtruck his 
Lordſhip in the part directed, yet the force of the 
blow was not ſufficient to ſevere the head from the 
body, tho' (happily) ſufficient to deprive him of all 
ſenſation.— After the farſt blow, his Lordſhip's head 
fell back upon his ſhoulders, but being afterwards 
ſevered at two more gentle blows, was then received 
into a piece of red bayes, and with his body depoſited 
in his coffin, and delivered to his friends. 
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